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Competitiveness

Economic Dev. Legislation 

Result: Out of 9 Western States, AZ went 
from 9th to 4th in Business Competitiveness*

*Source: GPEC



Competitive Rankings

Current Competitive 
Ranking*:

1. New Mexico
2. Texas
3. Washington
4. Arizona
5. Oregon
6. Nevada
7. Colorado
8. Utah
9. California
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*GPEC, assumes ~$31M capex, ~140 jobs

Opportunities

The Goal: #1 in the Market



Job Creation 

and 

State Budget Implications

Historical Economic Perspective 

• 7/11 years of unbalanced budgets – expenditures grew by 64% 
• Debt Service is now $362M in FY 2013, 7TH largest budgetary unit
• Total outstanding debt is $8.2B, general fund debt is $3.7B
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Yuma Test Case

Yuma Test Case

Current State
Impact of 3K New 

Direct Jobs Change* % Change
Labor Force 91,346 91,346 0 0

Employment 64,235 68,127 3,892 6.1%

Unemployment 27,111 23,219 -3,892 -14.4%

Unemployment Rate** 29.7% 25.4% -4.3% -14.4%

*3,000 new direct jobs create an additional 892 indirect jobs 

**September, 2012, Yuma County

The Impact on Unemployment If Yuma County Wins a Large Manufacturing Project (3,000 Jobs)



Thank You!

Appendix



Medium-Term: State Investment

* Joint Legislative Budget Committee  

AHCCCS Caseloads
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